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o Welcome to our 201 9-20 annual report

| think this started out as a another good year for
1st Hensingham Scout Group. We did some good
stuff between October and March and had more
planned and | am sure we would have done more.
Of course world events got in the way of
everything in March with Covid 19.

The everyday adventure our young members enjoy
is only possible thanks to our dedicated team of
leaders. Our Leaders have kept going throughout
with a variety of virtual sessions and as usual some
great ideas.

We have had more new recruits to the leaders hip
team this year with John Smallman joining us and
Josh Musgrave and Oscar Craig moving from
young leaders to become Leaders.
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number of our former Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
coming back to help their old sections as Young
Leaders. Our Young Leaders do a fantastic job
helping our adult volunteers run the sections and
sharing their enthusiasm with the young
people. However, these Young Leaders are with
us to train to be leaders of the future, not as a
substitute for adults now. As Group Scout Leader
my biggest concern is ensuring we have enough
adult support to continue delivering the active
programme that our young people deserve and
have come to expect, and my top priority is

ensuring that we strengthen the adult support for
our Beaver Colonies and Cub Packs.

If you or someone you know is up for the challenge
of learning new skills, inspiring our young
members to achieve their best and having fun
whilst you're doing it, speak to myself or your
child's section leader. It doesn't have to be a
weekly commitment.

I am pleased to report that all the sections have
been active even during the lockdown and we have

restarted face to face activities which we hope to

continue. Face to Face activities may not be the
same for a while though.

I did manage to attend some camps with the
sections this year though not the virtual ones

I 69 Ga& GRI ¢which seems to happen when | was at work.

Everyone who joined in seems to have been
enthusiastic and had fun.

Finally I'd like to thank everyone (leaders, parents
and young people) for helping make the last 12
months a success. This has been particularly
important for the last 6 months

I know the section leaders are already planning lots
of zoom and face to face activities for the next
year. | look forward to having you share the fun,
challenge and adventure with us

Alf Branch
Group Scout Leader

#SkillsForLife



Where do we start? What a Year this has been.
September 2019 saw us welcoming Beavers new
and old alongside a new Assistant Leader John
Smallman.

Western Lakes District held an Activity Day at
Newton Rigg, Penrith where the Beavers spent a
full day taking part in lots of activities: climbing
and nerf archery to name but two of them.

Within the sessions we made vegetable food

people, twisty pets and armpit fudge, (always a

favourite).

To commemorate Remembrance Day we made
sugar craft poppies and plastic bottle poppies
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fabulous they looked, especially by lamplight.

We played games a plenty with some super indoor
hockey players who had some excellent team
skills. We held hobbies nights where the Beavers
shared their collections, reading books, sporting,
and animal stories.

The Beavers have completed a number of badges
this year including the Space activity badge where
we learnt about the solar system and space
missions. There was also Camp craft activity
where we tied knots, made fires and learnt about
the history of Scouting badges.

We hosted a sleepover at Ennerdale Camp site in
February where we had 14 Beavers plus Leaders
stay overnight. We made homemade pizzas,
bottle rockets and glow in the dark t -shirts which
were proudly worn with glow sticks at the evening
disco.
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were on offer alongside lime pickles that had been
made by the Beavers.
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And then, we went VIRTUAL{ no& &VYI &

us

Whilst hosting our virtual meetings we have seen

our Beavers become Pirates, cook toasties and
mug cakes, make sponge boats, learn about birds
of prey, make puppets, go on scavenger hunts, tie
laces, learn about computer communication skills,
create beautiful soapstone necklaces, tell jokes,
show magic tricks, play instruments, make bug
hotels and lots of home camping. Some we know
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And not forgetting our NHS and Key Worker thank
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Looking forward to this year we have another full
programme planned.

We have new skills to be learnt - cooking,
communication, and navigational. Talents we
want the Beavers to share with us and grow over
a mixture of virtual and face to face sessions. We
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wishing our older ones well as they move to Cubs,
thanks for being such brilliant Beavers.

And finally a huge thank you to all parents,
families and households that have helped us this year,
be it physically or virtually, we can't do this by ourselves

so thank YOU . Stay safe to all and we will see you
soon.

Lisa, Ross, Rebeccdphn,and Matt
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cubs

The Cubs did some star gazing to finish off part of 2020 started off as a good year: the Cubs made
the space badge ¢ luckily the weather was in our snowflakes out of paper and made flowers o ut of
favour and we could see the stars and some spoons for Women's Day. They completed their
constellations like Orion's Belt. disability badge as well as bits of other badges

that have enabled them to also be completed.

For the session just before Remembrance Parade
the Cubs decorated poppy cookies that had been
kindly made for us by a parent. Once again
Remembrance Day saw a great turn out from the
Cubs, which gets larger each year.

Then came the challenge for everyone ¢ no face

to face sessions. After some discussion with the

other leaders the decision was made to host

Zoom sessions to keep some normality to
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challenges for the leaders in terms of how to do

activities virtually and keep them as fun as

possible.

Christmas trip was bowling this time with the

laser quest no longer being there. Everyone

enjoyed themselves-a RMI R nzZ& Ul R
more competitive, the Cubs or the parents!

Activities that we managed to do virtually ranged
from scavenger hunts around the house either as
find a named item or work out a clue first. We
challenged the Cubs to see how many tops they
could get on in 1 minute with the record being 14
tops (the Cub had to be peeled out of them
afterwards!)
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One of our scout leaders/parent came onto one of
the sessions to do cake in a mug which was
enjoyed by everyone even siblings who joined in.

We had 2 visitors to sessions as well; Rachel from
Beckermet Cubs joined us for a pets session to
talk about her tortoise telling the Cubs about how
she cares for him and what tortoises eat. To keep
the animal theme going we had Joe from Joes
Bows join and showed the Cubs 3 different birds
of prey: Barn Owl, Kestrel and Hawk.

A big thanks has to be given to our Cubs, who
have tried and done their best with all the
activities we have given them to do both at
sessions and also virtually.

Matt, Brian, Harry, Rebecca, Sandra and Oscar
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SCOUTS
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been fantastic to have so many of the Troop join
us for as we restart face-to-face activities.

As far as we know we were the first section in
Cumbria to resume meeting so, on behalf of the
Scouts, thankyou&e> 1 GG U &@YR
helped make it happen.

=

On behalf of the leadership team, thank you to all
of the Scouts (and parents), for sticking with us
through lock-down and joining in so
enthusiastically with our virtual programme.

I U GRI 6bBen fantastie fiyp See the way a
number of our Scouts have been trying to help
others through lock down. Several of the Scouts
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tidy by litter picking during the daily exercise. 18
members of Troop and their families took part in
the Hike to the Moon, clocking up 222 miles
towards our Group total of 375. Thomas Pavey
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sponsored challenges to raise money for charity,
¥T DRY RARn 6xInl &R6 YRI YI.
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hundreds, if not thousands, of PPE packs for local
community health care workers to use on home
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Cumbria Scouts in recognition of their efforts.

Before the world went topsy -&o0 1 AT  aRMm6 1
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Challenge and Activity badges in the last 12
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highest award a Scout can earn) ¢ congratulations
to Josh Fearon on a great achievement.

The big event pre lock-down was our return to
Winter Camp where we joined over a thousand
other Scouts for an action packed weekend in
Kielder Forest. Camping at the beginning of
January is never easy but this year was one of the
toughest camps with 60 mph winds and

horizontal rain @ not that it seemed to bother any
of our Scouts!
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