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Welcome to our Annual Report for 2016-17

| think it has been another good year for 1°
Hensingham Scout Group. | have enjoyed my
time working with all sections again this year
which since becoming GSL has increased my
enjoyment of Scouting.

We have recovered from a dip in numbers in
Beavers and Cubs and the Scouts section is
recovering now with spaces becoming limited
on some nights.

The everyday adventure our young members
enjoy is only possible thanks to our dedicated
team of leaders. We have had more new
recruits to the team this year with Leah
Vaudrey and David Smallman joining us. We
are expecting the return of Dan Pocock and
Michael Bannerman this autumn. We can
always use more help somewhere in the
Group. | would to thank Harry Brook and
Jordan Rickard for their help with Cubs as they
leave us to return to university after their year
in industry. | 6d
for his help with Scouts, and wish him well in
his new job.

Last year | reported that Pete Brough was
retiing from  his  weekly  Scouting
commitments in the Troop which he has. He
has though started a new section for us which
is a Scout Active Support Unit. This is for
adults who are able to help with events or
activities but not able to commit to regular
sessions.

We had a Family Camp this year in summer
where we had mostly nice weather as far as |
choose to remember. A special mention goes
out to our catering team Mike and Margaret
James who did a great job all weekend. We
had some good activities and fun together as
a Group with families camping and coming
together to have a relaxing weekend of
camping and activities. There are of course
hundreds of photos and some video from this
on our Flickr stream (there are links from the
website). We also had a visit from Alex Crow
(who helped with Beavers a few years ago) for
the weekend.

The Scout section ran a successful
international camp to the Danish National
Jamboree in Sgnderborg. While they were
away | enjoyed seeing the daily tweets from
Denmark. | am pleased to report we had
another Beaver sleepover which was a great

al so

success though they
have a Cub sleepover coming as | write this.
All sections have been active getting out and
about locally during the year. | am sure much
more is planned too.

We are well supported by our enthusiastic
Young Leaders in Beavers, Cubs and Scouts
who are a great help in running the sections
and is great to have some young people come
back to us having been through our Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts. However, these Young
Leaders are with us to train to be Leaders of
the future not as a substitute for adults now. As
Group Scout Leader my biggest concern is
ensuring we have enough adult support to
continue delivering the active programme that
our young people deserve and have come to
expect. My top priority is ensuring we
strengthen the adult support for our Beaver
Colonies.

If yoe ortsomednb son Know @& kup for tieo wl ey

challenge of learning new skills, inspiring our
young members to achieve their best and
having fun whilst you're doing it speak to
myself or your child's section leader. It doesn't
have to be a weekly commitment.

Finally I'd like to thank everyone (leaders,
parents and young people) for helping make
the last 12 months a huge success. With the
Scouts going to WinterCamp 2018, another
District Camp a potential Group Camp and
plenty more on the cards - I'm sure that
2017/18 is going to be even better. | look
forward to having you share the fun, challenge
and adventure with us.

Alf Branch
Group Scoat Leader
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Another fun-packed year for Beavers last
year, with lots of activities, badges being
achieved and MESS!! We've cooked scones
in the school kitchen with flour everywhere,
predominantly Lisa's fault, but all tasted good

and we've even had some ideas for different
flavours.

We have modelled with mountains of
recycling creating some superb creations
from robots, birds, musical instruments, lots
and lots of Zombies!

Beavers enjoyed a sleepover at Branthwaite
in May where they took part in scientific
experiments, made and cooked their own
pizzas for lunch, tracked on a nature tralil,
toasted marshmallows and partied like Ibiza.
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Webdbve made catapults
balloons firing mint imperials at targets. Not
sure who was more competitive: the Beavers,
Leaders or Young Leaders, but this is likely to
be re-visited.

Beavers and their families took part in the
Groupds Family
carved soap, got creative with para cord,
engraved drinking glasses and shot Angry
Birds to name but a few activities.

We have had a couple of trips out, one to St
Nicholas' Church Gardens completing a quiz
and another to St Bees and built sandcastles.

We ended the year with some very wet and
colourful activities with a 'slip n slide' night
which had Beavers, Young Leaders and a
certain Leader, namely Ross, flinging
themselves down a wet soapy tarpaulin. We
nearly lost Ben W off the end of the slide,
Young Leaders slide much faster than
Beavers we found! We held our first, but not
last, Colour Run. Clouds of colour being
deposited on the Beavers, some not quite so
keen as others, but certainly messy and
worth doing again.

This year holds lots more activities and
badges planned, from a Highland Games
night to more traditional scouting knots. We
are in the process of arranging a couple of
nights away, with at least one under canvas.

Lastly a huge thank you to all parents and
families that have helped this year, we can't

do this by ourselves so thank you and here's
to this year 6s

Becky, Matt, Ross, LisaAbi, Dan,
Emily, Robert and Ben
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Well another year of Cub Scouting has started,
which means we have to look ahead to the
challenges ahead for both the Cubs and
leaders, as well as looking back at the
successes and failures from last year

Visits from both the Wasdale Mountain
Rescue Team and Whitehaven Coastguard,
started the last Cub Scouting year off, to a
safety orientated start. Cubs were shown how
both of these volunteer organisations were
run, and how the volunteers helped in the
recovery of people in distress on both the
Lakeland fells, as well as the coastal areas
around Whitehaven.

The Cubs found both visits very informative
and learned how to be safe when visiting both
areas, as well as learning some useful new
knots, and first aid skills (which hopefully they
wo n 0t tohnaoutdor real).

Remembrance Day saw one of the biggest
turnouts for the Cub section we have had, with
all the Cubs turning up in full uniform and
coats, however as now become the norm,
these were handed to the parents so they
could walk proudly displaying their uniforms i
despite the cold weather
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All Cubs worked towards the challenge badge,
which involved a personal challenge set by
themselves as well as a leaderséchallenge
which involved them tying knots on a knot
board, which they had to return for us to view
and approve before taking back home to fix to
their walls, using (in the terms of one leader) a
big nail and a big hammer. Hopefully this
advice was not followed

Our end of year visit to St Bees once again
allowed the Cubs to have a bit of fun, and a
water fight was held on the grass, with the one
instruction not to get me wet. Hopefully one of
these years they will listen to instructions, as
driving in cold wet pants is not for the faint
hearted, take my word for it!

Looking to the next year, we are hoping to
challenge our Cubs in more varied ways,
building on what they and we have learned
over the years. We are hoping to ensure that
all the Cubs who attend regularly have, the
opportunity to get their Chief Scout& Silver
Award when they are ready to move to Scouts.

| would like to thank the Cubs, for their hard
work during the last year, and look forward to
spending another year with them and the Cub
leadership team and young leaders. It is a
pleasure to be involved with your young
people, and hopefully we bring something that
they will remember going forward; | know they
give us some memories we will keep forever i
some of which we would like to forget.

Becky, Dave, Eddie, Matt, Sarah, and
our young leadersEmily, Stefan,
Cameromand Kathleen



Itds been another
Section, and wede been especially proud to
recognise three members of the Troop with the
highest award a Scout can earn.
Congratulations to Stefan Thied, Nathan
Walkingshaw and Matt Charlton on achieving
your Chief Scout® Gold Awards 1 it& a fitting
recognition of your commitment and
enthusiasm!

It 6s al so been wi t h
welcomed one of our former Scouts, Josh
Musgrave, back into the leadership team as a
Young Leader.

Probably our biggest challenge this year was
our first ever international trip 1 15 of us
headed to Denmark to join 37,000 other
Scouts at the Danish National Jamboree. We
were really fortunate to have been buddied
with the @sterhgj-Malgv Scout Group who
hosted us in Copenhagen on our first night
before we travelled to South Jutland for the
Jamboree.

It was a definite challenge to have to build our
tables and benches from scratch and to be
cooking all our meals on wood-fires, but one
that the Scouts rose to meet. As well as the
science and cul ture
proved that you can lift a car with basic
pioneering) we got to experience some of the
traditions of the region i jousting (Scout style)
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and the delicious delicacies of a Jutland cake
table.

Besides the excitement of meeting hundreds
gr e atof peeple fromfalb over thd worldS(yes, wur
Scouts found the only Australian Scout at the
Jamboree) and trading badges and neckers,
we got to slip and slide our way around the
wo r | ddgest bobnicygastle!

We had such a good ti me
certain that this wonot Dbe
(pencil 2020 or 2021 in your diaries).

Having got t he internat.
planning to connect with Scouts from around
the world during October as part of Jamboree
on the Internet, and
buddy Group will be able to join us in the UK
for our 2018 summer camp T watch out for
more details!
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Denmar k wasnét our only ¢
this summer, 18 Scouts spent a weekend
hanging around (quite literally as we were
sleeping in hammocks) at Scarness for a
weekend of water activities and target sports.
Webve also been running ¢
activity sessions through the summer months
and ités been fantaamt i c t
so many (49) water activity badges this year!

Traditional Scouting skills have formed a big
part of our programme this year, with our first



