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Welcome to our 2017 -18 annual report  
I think it has been another good year for 1st 
Hensingham Scout Group.  

The everyday adventure our young members enjoy is 
only possible thanks to our dedicated team of leaders.  

We have had more new recruits to the leadership team 
this year with Laura Bell,  Brian Penny, Dan Pocock, Dan 
Easdon and Michael Bannerman joining us.  êĬőƓȉ ȃŘʩȂŘ 
also said good bye to some of our volunteers; I would 
like to thank Becky Sparkes for her work with Beavers 
and Cubs over the last few years as she moved back to 
Cheshire, and wish her happy Scouting with 15th 
Macclesfield Beavers.   

!Ǘ ȃŘƓƓ ĬǗ ƩǫǏ ĬőǫƓǣǗ ƓŘĬőŘǏǗ ŽǣʩǗ űǏŘĬǣ ǣƩ ǗŘŘ Ĭ ƞǫƜŉŘǏ 
of our former Beavers, Cubs and Scouts coming back to 
help their old sections as Young Leaders.  Our Young 
Leaders do a fantastic job helping our adult volunteers 
run the sections and sharing their enthusiasm with the 
young people.  However, these Young Leaders are with 
us to train to be leaders of the future, not as a substitute 
for adults now. As Group Scout Leader my biggest 
concern is ensuring we have enough adult support to 
continue delivering the active programme that our 
young people deserve and have come to expect, and my 
top priority is ensuring that we strengthen the adult 
support for our Beaver Colonies and Cub Packs. 

If you or someone you know is up for the challenge of 
learning new skills, inspiring our young members to 
achieve their best and having fun whilst you're doing it , 
speak to myself or your child's section leader. It doesn't 
have to be a weekly commitment.   

I am pleased to report that all the sections have been 

active getting out and about locally during the year , and 
qʩȂŘ ŉŘŘƞ ǌƓŘĬǗŘő ǣƩ ǗŘŘ ĬƓƓ ǣŸǏŘŘ ǗŘŊǣŽƩƞǗ ǌǫǣǣŽƞg on lots 
of nights away experiences. 

As Group Scout Leader, it was good to see all the 
sections come together in July for Group Camp where 
we had a relaxing weekend of camping and activities , 
made even better by the good weather!   There are of 
course hundreds of photos and some video from this on 
our Flickr stream (there are links from the website).  

During August I managed to visit the Scouts at their 
summer camp for a couple of days and it was great to 
see them getting so well with the Danish Scouts  who 
had come to join them.  (The Danish Scouts were from 
the Group who hosted our Scouts on their international 
trip to the Danish National Jamboree in Sønderborg last 
year).  

qʩƜ ĬƓǗƩ őŘƓŽűŸǣŘő ǣŸĬǣ Ĭ ƞǫƜŉŘǏ ƩŰ ƩǫǏ ŰƩǏƜŘǏ ƜŘƜŉŘǏǗʆ 
including two  of our current  young leaders (Josh & 
Charlotte), have been selected to attend the World 
Scout Jamboree in North America next summer as part 
of the Cumbria contingent.  

Finally I'd like to thank everyone (leaders, parents and 
young people) for helping make the last 12 mon ths a 
huge success.   I know the section leaders are already 
planning lots of activities for the next year, and with 
2019 marking the 70th birthday of the Group I'm sure 
that 201 8/19  is going to be another fantastic year.  I look 
forward to having you share the fun, challenge and 
adventure with us.  

Alf Branch 
Group Scout Leader 

 

 
Last year saw the Beavers doing lots of activities, camps 
and a multitude of badges.  They made bug houses 
which they took home  Ĭƞő ȃŘʩǏŘ ǗǫǏŘ ȃŘǏŘ ȃŘƓƓ ƓƩȂŘőʋ  
They became scientists and made wonderful gooey 
multi -coloured slime.  They have also made fudge by 
ʨŊƩƩƐŽƞűʩ Žǣ ǫƞőŘǏ ǣŸŘŽǏ ĬǏƜǌŽǣǗʈ  

We looked at a number of traditions from different parts 
of the world.  From New Zealand we learnt about Oratio, 
the Kea Parrot, Beavers in New Zealand are called Keas. 
We tried our hand at the HAKA which had the Beavers 
making very strange faces and very loud shouts.  We 
carried sacks of wool up and down hills from Tetbury 
and rolled cheeses from Gloucester. 

In January we had a sleepover at Branthwaite where the 
Beavers tried their hands, very successfully, at archery.  
They made homemade desert pizza and partied with 
glow sticks  and some very cool dance moves (and that 
ȃĬǗƞʩǣ ƍǫǗǣ ǣŸŘ Beavers)!   
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May saw us on District Camp at Ennerdale where the 
Beavers launched water rockets, and climbed along the 
low ropes.  In June we had a Taster Camp, where we 
purely camped and played games much to all our 
enjoyment.  Our newer Beavers got a taste of being 
under canvas and camp breakfast, yummy.  And then 
finally in July we were on Group Camp.  The Beavers got 
to experience a mammoth water slide, built by the 
Scouts.  They lit fires and sang at the camp fire.  

 
Breakfast on Taster Camp 

 
Pebble skimming on Taster Camp 

Last year saw us say goodbye to Becky as she headed 
off to a new job and Beaver Group.  Michael made a 
much-welcomed return and has slotted back into the 
eǏƩǫǌ ƓŽƐŘ ŸŘʩǗ ƞŘȂŘǏ ŉŘŘƞ ĬȃĬȉʋ  ĖŘʩȂŘ ĬƓǗƩ ǗĬŽő 
goodbye to two of our long standing Young Leaders, 
Daniel and Robert.  Both are going off to University and 

we would like to sincerely thank them for the time and 
effort they have given the Group over the years and 
wish them both the very best for their next adventures.   

We finished the year with what seem s to be becoming 
an end of year tradition.  We held a 'slip n slide' night 
which had Beavers, Young Leaders and a certain 
Leader, namely Ross, flinging themselves down a wet 
soapy tarpaulin.  We also had a Colour Run evening 
which had clouds of powder bein g deposited on the 
Beavers, Leaders and a couple of willing parents. 

 

 
This year we have already got plans for a sleepover.  We 
are looking into a session at the swimming baths.  We 
are going to continue with tying shoelaces as part of the 
Beaver Personal Challenge award and many others. 

Lastly a huge thank you to all parents and families that 
have helped this year, we can't do this by ourselves so 
ǣŸĬƞƐ ȉƩǫ Ĭƞő ŸŘǏŘʏǗ ǣƩ ǣŸŽǗ ȉŘĬǏʩǗ <ŘĬȂŘǏǗʋ 

 

 
2017 was a g reat year for Cub Scouting, here is a 
round-up of some of our activities. 

The Cubs put on a show within the section meetings, 
each of them learnt a song, or little sketch in small 
groups which they performed to the enjoyment of the 
other Cubs and the leaders. 

Once again Remembrance Day saw a great turn out 

from the Cubs, which gets larger each year.  Hopefully 
we can get maximum attendance this year to show our 
respect to celebrate the Centenary of the end of WWI .    
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=ŸǏŽǗǣƜĬǗ ƓĬǗŘǏ ǎǫŘǗǣ ȃĬǗ ƩƞŊŘ ĬűĬŽƞ ʦűŘǣ LőőŽŘ ƞŽűŸǣʧ 
with all of the opposing team, and some on his side 
determined to shoot him as much as possible, however 
he has developed even more ingenious ways of 
cheating so he wins.  (though this year for some reason 
ŸŘ őŽőƞʩǣ ʛ the Cubs are getting wise to him obviously)  

The summer term saw our Cubs take part in a colour 
run, which they thoroughly enjoyed, including our adult 
volunteers - apologies for car seats which are now 
various colours of the rainbow, it may become a fashion 
trend! 

 
We also completed our Community Challenge badge 
with the Cubs clearing the weeds from part of the 
hardstanding at St Nicholas church in Whitehaven, after 
a plea for help was put out by the Church, and they were 
grateful for the amount the Cubs achieved and how 
clean the area looked after their hard work.  

 
Throughout the term we took part in some challenges 
which go towards the Challenge Cumbria badge, these 
ranged from racing oranges down a hill, to how many 
knots can be tied in a minute, having all your six wearing 
bin bags and keeping Haribo sweets on your face for a 
minute. 

 
A big thanks has to be given to our cubs, who have tried 
and done their best all the activities we have given them 
to do. 

Two of our leaders left due to other commitments, and 
we all would like to say a great big thanks to them both 
for the time and energy they have given. 

We also welcomed three new leaders in Brian, Laura 
and Leah, so our cub leadership team is still as strong 
as ever. 

In 2018, cub scouting promises to be even more 
challenging and adventurous so watch out for news as 
it appears. 

 

 
qǣʩǗ ŉŘŘƞ Ĭ ȂŘǏȉ ŉǫǗȉ ȉŘĬǏ ŰƩǏ lŘƓȂŘƓƓȉƞ ˦ êƐŽőőĬȃ 
Troops ʛ ȃŘʩȂŘ ĬȃĬǏőŘő ƩȂŘǏ Ɂȿȿ =ŸĬƓƓŘƞűŘ Ĭƞő 
Activity Badges, invested 30 new Scouts and have 
racked up 393 Scout-nights away across 9 different 
camps! 

÷ŸŘǏŘʩȂŘ ŉŘŘƞ ǌƓŘƞǣȉ ƩŰ ƩǌǌƩǏǣǫƞŽǣŽŘǗ ŰƩǏ ǣŸŘ ÷ǏƩƩǌ ǣƩ 
find out about Scouting in other countries with our first 
JOTI sleep over last October proving a big hit with the 

Scouts and then our epic Summer Camp with Danish 
Scouts from Østerhøj-Måløv in August.   

Summer camp was a huge success ʛ with 
approximately 55 Scouts and leaders from both Groups 
ŊĬƜǌŽƞű ǣƩűŘǣŸŘǏ ŰƩǏ Ɇ ƞŽűŸǣǗ Ĭǣ êŊƩǫǣ !őȂŘƞǣǫǏŘǗʩ 
Great Tower activity centre.  As well as some some 
traditional Scouting and team building challenges, we 
took fu ll advantage of the adventurous activities on 
offer with ghyll scrambling, rock climbing and axe 
throwing proving to be some of highlights for the 
Scouts.  It was great for the leaders to see our Scouts 



 

#SkillsForLife   5 

integrating with the Danish young people so well, and 
ȃŘ ŸƩǌŘ ǣŸĬǣ ǣŸŘȉʩƓƓ ŉŘ ĬŉƓŘ ǣƩ ǗǣĬȉ Žƞ ǣƩǫŊŸ with their 
new friendsʋ  ĖŘʩȂŘ ĬƓǏŘĬőȉ ǗǣĬǏǣŘő talking with the 
Danish leaders about another joint camp in 2020 and/or 
joining them for the next Danish Jamboree in 2022! 

 

 
÷ŸǏƩǫűŸ ǣŸŘ ȉŘĬǏ ȃŘʩȂŘ ŸĬő a varied programme 
including some traditional Scouting  ʛ including cooking 
on open fires at various Troop meetings and at our 
ʦǗƜƩƐŘȉ ŸĬƜƜƩŊƐǗ ŊĬƜǌʧ in April, team building  & 
problem solving  and developing our pioneering skills 
leading to us building a water slide at Group camp.   

 
W e are very proud that Otter and Eagle Patrols bagged 
1st and 2nd place in the District cooking competition  in 

July.  Otter Patrol will be representing the District at the 
County competition this October.   

 
A number of our older Scouts successfully completed 
their Expedition Challenge in Eskdale last October, and 
our younger Scouts have started to develop their 
navigation skills, enjoying a hike over Cat Bells 
(followed by a swim in the lake ) in the summer term. 

ĖŘʩȂŘ also been getting involved with some 
environmental projects, helping the the National Park 
rangers remove non-native trees from Eskdale and 
planting native tree s in Wasdale with  the W est 
Cumbria Rivers Trust!   

Adventurous activities have remained a big part of this 
ȉŘĬǏʩǗ ǌǏƩűǏĬƜƜŘʋ  In January we returned to 
WinterCamp where the Scouts got to try caving (in a 
bus), the big air bag drop, quad biking, laser tag and 
host of other activities (and the leaders got to try out 
the new wood -burner for the mess tent )!.  May saw the 
return of District camp  where we hel ped run many of 
the big activiti es.  The warmer weather allowed us to 
return to  Scarness for another season of kayaking and 
sailing, Ĭƞő ȃŘʩǏŘ ǣŸǏŽƓƓŘő ǣŸĬǣ ƩǫǏ ƞŘȃ ǗǣƩǏŘ has 
enabled us to set up an air rifle range so that we can 
offer the Master at Arms badge  again. 

 
dŽƞĬƓƓȉʆ ȃŘʩő ƓŽƐŘ ǣƩ thank our young leaders Josh & Sam 
for all their help.  ĖŘʩȂŘ ŸĬő Ĭ űǏŘĬǣ ȉŘĬǏ Ĭƞő ȃĬƞǣ ǣƩ 
thank the Scouts for their enthusiasm and energy - we 
hope thŘȉʩǏŘ ƓƩƩƐŽƞű ŰƩǏȃĬǏő ǣƩ ɁȿɀɇʑɀɈ ĬǗ ƜǫŊŸ ĬǗ 
we are. 

 


